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We are th is  morning pausing for a few moments t o  mark the opening of our 
Seminary's 19th school-year. While this may not be a very impressive record a s  far  
a s  anniversaries g o ,  i t  is something that  involves u s  a l l .  Some of us  will be attending 
or working in th is  institution and a l l  of us belong to  congregations that  are served by 
pastors and which sooner or la ter  will be call ing other pas to rs ,  who have been trained 
a t  this  or some other seminary. 

I t ,  then ,  behooves us  a l l  t o  know something about the character is t ics  and 
req71irements of th is  office,  espec ia l ly  when the Scripture makes i t  incumbent upon 
every lay  Christ ian carefully t o  judge the doctrine he hears  proclaimed from h i s  pulpit ,  
a s  when i t ,  for example, s ays  , " Beloved, believe not every spir i t ,  but try the spir i t s  
whether they are of God: because  many fa l se  prophets are  gone out into the world. " 
(1 n .  4 , 1) How is a Christian congregation t o  know if  i t s  pastor is faithful in the per- 
formance of the dut ies  of the office t o  which i t  ha s  called him i f  i t s  members are  not 
acquainted with the demands of th is  office? 

To aid us  in appreciating what our in teres ts  and responsibil i t ies in th is  respec t  
a r e ,  l e t  u s  on the ba s i s  of our t ex t ,  God" Holy Spirit a ss i s t ing  u s ,  answer th is  
question: 

WHAT SHOULD A THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY SEEK TO CCOMPLISH? 

For one th ing,  i t  should s eek  t o  train s tudents  that  wil l  have the approval of God. 
P ---- 

I t  is not the purpose of a theological seminary t o  train men to  be popular with thei r  
fellow-men, to  be  good "mixers",  to take the lead in every c ivic  and community 
project. Rather that  they should have God's  approval. Any needful and honest  vocation 
is pleasing to God, but the work of a pastor i s  particularly s o ,  for Paul t e l l s  th i s  same 



Timothy, "If a man desi re  the office of a b ishop,  he desi re th  a good work. " (I Tim. 3 ,  1) 
I t  is through this  office of the ministry that  God, "Who will have a l l  men t o  be  s aved ,  
and t o  come unto the knowledge of the truth" (I Tim, 2 ,  4) draws men to  Himself and t o  
the grace  He h a s  prepared for them in  Christ  J e s u s ,  Luther refers t o  the pastor 's  office 
a s  the highest  office in the Church,  with that  of a Christ ian teacher running a close 
second,  Surely,  filling th i s  office which has  a s  i t s  one aim the leading of sou ls  to  
Christ  has  the full blessing and approval of God. Our text  s a y s ,  "Study t o  shew thyself  
approved unto God. " 

A seminary should seek  t o  have i t s  s tudents  enjoy the approval of God insofar  a s  
their intel lectual  and spiritual growth and development is concerned,  too. This involves 

. giving at tention to doctrine. The inspired apost le  t e l l s  Timothy and everyone who 
asp i res  to  be a pastor,  "Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue in  them: 
for in doing th i s  thou sha l t  both s ave  thyself ,  and them that hear  thee .  " (I Tim. 4 ,  16) 

"ust because  one i s  studying t o  be a pastor does  not mean there is a different way t o  
heaven for him than for o thers ,  a s  i f  h i s  work would ent i t le  him to  spec ia l  consideration 
by God when i t  comes to  h i s  sa lvat ion,  He must give heed t o  what the Bible t eaches  
just l ike  anyone e l s e .  And those  who hear  the pastor preach must give just a s  much heed 
to the doctrine a s  does  the pastor. "Study,"  l i tera l ly ,  "do your b e s t , "  " to  shew thyself  
approved unto God, a workman that  needeth not t o  be ashamed. " 

What a tragedy i t  is when a seminary forsakes  the  sure Word of Scripture for a 
theology that  is highly speculative and in the end cer ta in  of nothing. A l l  too many SO- 

cal led seminary and church leaders  in  th is  country today are proclaiming a theology or a n  
emphasis in  theology imported from Europe, though i t  is already passe  and outmoded over 
there. One contemporary writer put i t  th is  way ,  "Unless  they (namely, American theolo- 
gians) s tand in  the mainstream of evangelical  Christ ianity,  committed to  the God of 
M o s e s ,  I s a i ah ,  and Paul,  they are forever resurrecting the ghos t s  of recently buried 
European speculation.  " (Christ ianity Today, Sep. 11, ' 6 4 ,  p. 29) The Apostle Paul 
makes i t  very c lea r  on what a pastor" theology should be based when giving th i s  c lear-  
cu t  instruction to  another pas tor ,  Ti tus ,  saying that  a pastor should "hold f a s t  the faith- 
ful word a s  he  hath been taught,  that  he may be able  by sound doctrine both t o  exhort 
and t o  convince the gainsayers .  " (Tit. 1 ,  9) "Study, " (do your best) , " to  shew thyself 
approved,  a workman that  needeth not to  be ashamed, " Hence,  a theological seminary 

* must above a l l  e l s e  train s tudents  that  wil l  have the approval of God by directing and 
holding them to the pure,  impregnable and eternally abiding word of God. If they have 
been thus trained they will not have t o  be ashamed for what they themselves be l ieve ,  nor 
for their  holding out that  same Gospel hope to others.  

Along th i s  same l i ne ,  but  more pointedly, a theological seminary should s eek  t o  
train i t s  s tudents  r i q m  Q the Word of Truth. "Study, " (do your best) , " to  shew -- 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that  needeth not to be ashamed,  rightly dividing 
the word of truth. " These l a s t  words have always been taken t o  mean that  a pastor must 
know how properly t o  dist inguish between Law and Gospel.  This ,  incidentally,  ha s  
such  an. important place in theology that whole books have been written on th is  subject .  







were mere men; and the people who came t o  them were mere men who sinned 
again and again.  

b .  Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  had many wonderful a t t r ibu tes ,  a l l  of which were 
needed by Him to  be  our Savior,  for they are jus t  the opposite of what we are .  

c ,  Chr i s t ,  then ,  was--and is--our high priest .  

5. Chr is t ,  Our High Pr ies t ,  Also Brings Forth a Sacrifice from Us , Our Lives-- 
Hebrews 9.14 
a. Chr is t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  did not serve us  under a rigid legal  code a s  did the 

high priests  of the Old Testament, but rather out of gracious love for s inners .  
b. Chr is t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  by His perfect sac r i f i ce ,  bought us to  be His own. 
c .  W z ,  then,  a s  priests  of God (the universal priesthood) bring the loving res -  

ponse of our l ives  t o  Him, Romans 12.1 

6. Chris t ,  Cur High Pr ies t ,  I s  the Better (Best) High Priest---Hebrews 8:l 
a .  Chr i s t ,  our High Priest ,  not only brought a wonderful sacrif ice for u s .  
b. Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  now reigns on high and makes continual in tercess ion 

for us through His sacrif ice for u s ,  

7 .  Chr is t ,  Our High Pr ies t ,  Gives t o  Us  His Sacrifice--Matthew 2626-29 (Maundy 
Thursday) 

a ,  Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  shows here His  concern for the individual Christ ian.  
b ,  Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  g ives  to  u s  His very body and blood that  was  sacr i -  

ficed for u s .  
c. Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  g ives  us thereby individually the forgiveness of s i n s .  

8. Chr i s t ,  Our High Priest ,  on the Altar of the Cross  for the Sins of the World-- 
Hebrews l0:14 

a .  Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  has  reached the time of His Passover for u s .  
b e  Chr i s t ,  our High Pr ies t ,  brings one offering, Himself. 
c .  Chr i s t ,  our High Priest ,  ha s  thereby won the forgiveness of s i n s  for u s  a l l .  

John 19:3l 

G .  E .  Reichwald 

AT THE CROSSROADS IN PRIVATE EDUCATION 

Many serious-minded people a re  these  days  giving considerable thought t o  the  
matter of private education in th i s  country. They are thoroughly convinced tha t  the 
future of the private independent church-school,  with but few excep t ions ,  is doomed t o  
extinction within another generation.  This should be of v i ta l  concern t o  us who have 
more than a mere acedemic in teres t  in the survival of our Christ ian day schools .  I t  
should be our concern a l s o  from the standpoint  of keeping our public school sys tem from 
becoming one huge monolithic education machine which will  tolerate no  rival and ,  there- 
fo re ,  a l s o  no criticism of i t s  aims , principles , and methods. The si tuation is s o  ser ious  



that  un less  we d o  somethi.i.,g concre te .  and soon f  too ,  about finding a way t o  preserve 
our private s choo l s ,  the re lent less  march towards their ultimate elimination will soon 
bring i t  t o  p a s s  that  we no longer have any private schools t o  worry about. 

In that  connection the Minnesota State convention of the  Ci t izens  for Educational 
Freedom (CEF) in St. Paul on February 6th brought out a number of things which we will 
d o  well to  give  some thought. A good example of what we have reference t o  can  be  found 
in the summaries here submitted of two of the thought-provoking addresses  delivered a t  
that  c o n v e n t i o ~ ~  

One of t he se  stirring addresses  was  glven by the Rev. Donald Morrison of Detroit ,  
Michigan,  He is dean  of a new liberal  ar ts  school (Michigan Lutheran College) of the 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Sycod. Pastor Morrison s t ressed  the need for hard work in  
gett ing a Bus Bill passed by the Minnesota s t a t e  legislature.  He recited similar ef for ts ,  
and the eventual  s u c c e s s ,  of the CEF group ir; Michigan,  

Using that  a s  a n  introduction, Dr. Morrison went on t o  s t r e s s  the rationale of a 
Bus Bill: that  the health and safe ty  of children is the concern.  that  the "primary effect"  
of a b i l l ,  which would include the transportation of parochial school children,  would be 
the general  welfare of the country. Parochial schools  would be helped,  he agreed,  but 
that  would be a secondary or indirect effect .  Dr. Morrison cal led i t  "discrimination" t o  
deny such  aid and said that  the purpose of the First  Amendment, freedom of rel igion,  
would be served by passing such  a Bus Bill. To those who object  to  giving "aid and 
comfort" t o  Catholic schools and other religious groups ,  he a s k e d ,  pointedly, why they 
did not a l s o  object  then t o  supportirlg t he  Chris t - less  religion preached in the s t a t e  or 
public schools .  By forcing more and more independent schools  t o  c l o s e ,  the country 
will  gradually "standardize i t s  children" v ia  the s t a t e  schools .  The child will become 
more and more a creature of the s t a t e .  

The at tention of h i s  audience heightened when Dr. Morrison directed h i s  remarks 
t o  the Catholic CEF members present: he  sa id  they must realize the unfavorable reaction 
by many Americans in the past  t o  s ta tements  by various Popes about Catholic world dom- 
ination. He appealed to the Cathol ics  present to  work t o  free the  res t  of CEF and other 
Americans, a s  we l l ,  from those suspic ions .  In h i s  conclusion,  Dr. Morrison asked 
more Lutherans to  ge t  involved in CEF. "We have been slow to g e t  involved in c iv ic  
causes , "  he  s ta ted,  "but that  must be  changed.  We have no assurance  that  we ' l l  a lways 
have rel igious l iberty,  We must work to  preserve it--now, " 

The speech  which undoubtedly made an even greater  impact was  the one given by 
Dr. Edwin H. Palmer of Grand Rapids,  Michigan. Dr. Palmer is an out-spoken Calvinis t  
affiliated with the Christian Reformed Church. Until about a year and a half ago he  was  
dean  of s tudents  a t  Westminster  Theological Seminary i n  Philadelphia. He was and s t i l l  
is an ardent believer in the Church and Sta te  separation principle. But, after years  of 
studying the matter ,  after an  on-the-spot inspection of the "Freedom and Equity in Dutch 
Education. " he is firmly convinced that  there c a n  and must be  a more equitable distr ibu- 
tion of the educational  t ax  dol lar ,  i f  private education is long t o  survive in th is  country 
and i f  i t  i s  t o  continue t o  be the force for good that  i t  has  been throughout i t s  history in 
America. 



The following are the major points of h i s  well-received address  delivered in St. 
Paul: 

1 . The of - - of Family and Sta te .  Education, too,  is first  of a l l  an 
affair of the family. The State h a s  a n  interest  in th is  educat ion,  a s  i t  for example does  
in the practice of medicine,  but i t  cannot take the matter wholly out  of the hands of the 
parents.  God gave the children to  the parents and not t o  the s ta te .  The Bible commands 
the parents and not the s t a t e  to  train their children,  The s t a t e  h a s  no Biblical or natural 
right t o  demand that  children be educated in s t a t e  schools  in a s t a t e  way. Such a 
demand would be  total i tarianism, the infringement by  the s t a t e  on the sovereign,  educa- 
tional rights of the parents. Fortunately, the United S ta tes  Supreme Court h a s  firmly 
recognized this  principle when,  in the Oregon c a s e  of 1925 , i t  s ta ted that  "the fundamen- 
ta l  theory of l iber ty . .  .excludes  any general  power of the s t a t e  t o  standardize i t s  children 
by forcing them to  accep t  instruction from public teachers  only. The child i s  not  the  
mere creature of the s ta te ;  those  who nurture him and direct  h i s  des t iny have the r ight ,  
coupled with the high du ty ,  t o  recognize and prepare him for additional obligations I '  

(Pierce v. Society of Sis ters) .  

If th is  is a Biblical principle,  then the question may be asked:  Has  the s t a t e  a 
right t o  enter  into the parental field of education and s e t  up a s  a norm for a l l  children a 
type of education that  by the interpretations of the Supreme Court must have a curriculum 
tha t  is Bible-less , Chris t - less  , and God-less ? Further, may the s t a t e  then compel a l l  
parents e i ther  t o  send their  children t o  these  Bible-less s choo l s ,  even if  i t  is aga ins t  
their consc ience ,  or to  forfeit thei r  school  t axes  and to  pay a second time for a n  educa- 
tion according t o  their convictions ? 

2. Financial  Jus t ice .  A striking example of f inancial  in jus t ice  is t o  be  found in  St .  
Cloud , Minnesota ,  where the school population is evenly divided between the public 
and private or independent schools .  The parents of the  children attending the indepen- 
dent  schools  pay 100% of the c o s t s  for the support of that  independent system and ,  in 
addi t ion,  50% of the c o s t  of maintaining the public school sys tem which they for con- 
s c i ence  reasons  cannot u se ,  In other words ,  one group pays 50% of the c o s t  of the  
education of the youth; another pays 150%--3- t imes  a s  much. I t  is just  a s  much in 
order t o  s a y ,  "If someone wants an education without God,  l e t  him pay for i t .  " 

3 .  Freedom &Choice.  Legally parents may have the choice  but not actu.ally, i n  the 
type of education they want for their children. There is l i t t le  or no problem for the  r i ch ,  
but i t  is one for these  of low or moderate incomes.  There is no  ac tua l  choice because  of 
the f inancial  equity involved. (Cf, #2) 

4. Freedom of Conscience.  I t  is often presupposed tha t  the philosophy in s t a t e ,  or 
government, s chos l s  is neutral ,  But one cannot  be neutral toward God. You a re  e i ther  
for God or aga ins t  him, This supposed "neutrality" on the part of government schools  is 
actual ly  a very sub t l e ,  powerful a t tack aga ins t  God, for in their  attempts to be neutral  
they ignore God--25 hours a week the s tudents  are  being taught to ignore God--and t o  
ignore is t o  insul t .  



However, the philosophy of the  goverrimest schools  (public school system) is not 
neutral--it is defiqitely secular is t ic ;  ar.d ye t  I am required t o  support this  philosophy of 
life--secularism--to which I am diametrically opposed. I do not have freedom of con- 
sc ience  i- th i s  matter. Rarher, the  government should take t axes  from a l l ,  regardless 
of r a c e ,  co lor ,  or creed (as  i t  does) a.:d give back t o  a l l ,  regardless of race , color ,  or 
creed.  Then T will be able t o  use  my tax  dollar  to  seqd my chlldrer, to a school where 
God" truth is taught,  and my tax dol lars  wil l  not  be used t o  support secular is t ic  govern- 
ment school s ,  

5, -_X__ for the Welfare of the Nation.. The private or i n d e p e n d e ~ t  schools a l s o  
perform a publlc fu-ictior; they are trainlng youth t o  be useful arid knowledgeable ci t i-  
zens .  3f t ax  moneys are given to  i ~ d e p e ~ d e n t  schools  because  of th is  primary effect  
that  they serve (as  far a s  the State i s  concerned) ,  such diversion of funds should no 
more be  mixing Church a-d State than the  giving of federal funds t o  Carbolic, Lutheran, 
or Presbyterian hospi ta ls ,  The g o v e r n m e ~ t  does  3ot consider i t  mixing Church and 
State t o  have the 50% forgiveness feature on Nat iora l  Defease  Loans apply to  young 
people t each i rg  ir, private or i n d e p e ~ d e ~ t  s choo l s ,  because  of their co~ t r i bu t i on  t o  the 
welfare of the natio-,  

6. Is the  Solurior. Problem Us s f  -- in the School, 
7 

Rather than recograze orie r e l i g i o ~  (Calvinism, or Lutheranism, or Romanism, for 
example) which would offe-d the other two groups,  or the  religion that  is being taught 
by the public school system which offends all corcerged Chris t ians ,  i t  would be  much 
better  ro recognize our pluralistic soc ie ty  and to take i t  from there. The CEF s logan is: 
"Let the dol lar  follow the scholar! " Let the education tax monies come back to  the 
family, Let the family sperid the tax mor ies  a s  they see fit .  Let the family choose the 
school for thei r  children,  Let the dollar  follow the scholar, This is the CEF solution. 
The al ternate solution is thls:  the government schools  will continue t o  flourish, taking 
a l l  the tax mor.ies. The religion of the government schools--irreligion--will continue to  
be supported by a l l  citizens, 'Independent schools  will continue t o  decline.  

The C .  E ,  F ,  
7 e  - WxkE Pluralism, Our large universi t ies a re  no  longer 
f ree ,  desp i te  a l l  the claims for academic freedom in the same; the  only school system 
which permits complete self-expression ir, matters of principle and philosophy is the 
independent school .  The strengrh of America has  been i t s  pluralism: free self-expres- 
s ion in matters of principle and philosophy in i n d e p e n d e ~ t  schools .  In the beginning 
years  of th is  country a l l  s tudents went t o  such schools .  But the picture has  changed 
dras t ical ly ,  Aroufid 1900 about 75% of col lege s tudents  went t o  independent schools .  
By 1950 i t  w a s  about 50% i n  the irdependent schools ,  50% in  the s t a t e  schools.  Now 
in 1965 about 65% are i-. the s t a t e  schools .  (Dr, Palmer s ta ted that  in Michigan,  82% 
are  in s t a t e  schools ;  in Min leso ta  74% are  in the s t a t e  col leges  and universities.) The 
smal l ,  independent col leges  are dying off ,  are being choked off ,  because  of the tremen- 
dous tax support (which will ge t  worse) given to  s t a t e  educational  inst i tut ions.  To 
quote Dr. Palmer, " the  tragedy of America is that  the small co l leges  are being squeezed 
out, " 



This i s  b e i ~ g  offered our readers for their information and 
study.  One may not agree with a l l  that  is reported here; 
a t  the same time one cannot e scape  the necess i ty  of making 
a study in depth of the i s s u e s  that espec ia l ly  Dr, Palmer 
has  ra ised,  --Ed. 

-- Bethany Lutheran College Staff Members 

Ned B e  Stonehouse,  of the Gospels ,  Grand Rapids, Mich. : William B. 
Eerdmans, 1963, x i i i ,  201 pp. , $4.50,  

For well  over one hundred years the synoptic problem h a s  e-qgaged the attention of 
New Testament scholars ,  Ard ace of the most vexed (and vexing) questions in th is  f ield 
is that  of the origins of the synoptic gospe l s ,  

As is well k ~ o w n ,  o r e  of the "assured resul ts"  of modern l iberal  unbelieving scho- 
larship  is the view that  the synoptics are a perfectly natural outgrowth of the socio- 
religious l i fe  and development of the ear ly  Christian community, being,  in f ac t ,  the 
record of the  opinions and beliefs of the first-century Christ ians about Christ.  The 
priority of Mark is accepted as a fully es tabl ished f ac t ,  with i t s  necessa ry  corollary 
that  the other two synoptic writers used Mark,  along with other material (Q L ,  M) in the 
composition of those books,  

Any book authored by a colFlservative scholar  which dares  to  differ from these  uni- 
versally-held opinions deserves  careful reading and consideration,  especia l ly  by those  
pas  tors and theologians who are intere s ted in upholding the conservative position. The 
author of th i s  book, Dr, Ned Stonehouse,  was  one of the few truly conservative New 
Testament scholars of our t imes,  Dr, Stonehouse was  f i rs t  the pupil and then the  suc-  
c e s s o r  of the famed J . Gresham Machen a t  Westminster Theological Seminary, holding 
the position of Professor of New Testament there from 1937 until h i s  death in 1962, The 
book is a somewhat expanded edi t isn  of a se r ies  of Payton lec tu res ,  delivered by  the 
author a t  Fuller Theological S e m i ~ a r y  in  1962, 

Dr, Stonehouse" approach is necessar i ly  a se lect ive  one in view of the extensive  
nature of the topic.  The reader i s  apprised of the fac t  that only four points are treated 
in the book: 1) authorship,  particularly the authorship of Matthew; 2) order and indepen- 
dence;  3) apostol ic  tradition; and 4) ultimate origin, 

Noting that  the authorship of Matthew is &he key t o  the proper solution of the 
whole synoptic problem, Br, Stonehouse confines h i s  d i scuss ion  to  th is  point a lone ,  
s o  far a s  authorship is concerned. I t  is c lea r  that  the author holds to the full verbal 
inspirat ion of the Scriptures, Also that  he  is convinced that  the author of the f i rs t  
gospel  is Mat thew,  one sf T e s u s b p o s t l e s ,  and not some anonymous Christ ian of l a te r  
t imes,  He reviews briefly the wi tness  of tradition (external evidence) and then turns his  
at tention t o  the self-witness of Matthew (internal evidence).  In doing s o  he  touches 



upon some of the objections raised by the l iberals  to  the Matthaean authorship and shows 
how b a s e l e s s  such  objections a re ,  He a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  a t  some length the l a te  dating 
ass igned t o  Matthew by liberal scholars  (70-135 A, I3 and finds such  da tes  total ly 
unsupported by acy real evidence.  He admits ,  however, that  the c a s e  for Matthaean 
authorship r e s t s  so le ly  on traditior , and tha t  for thns reason i t  c an  never be regarded 
a s  an ar t ic le  of %&the 

In  h i s  d i scuss ion  of order 3 rd  independence Dr, Stonehouse notes that tradition 
(external evidence) can be of l i t t le  help  or value.  Here the gospe l s  themselves must 
supply the  informatnow. He theyl zuggests  tha t  rhe question is really a very simple one: 
Did Mark write f i r s t ,  with Maethew and Luke making u se  of Mark,  or did Matthew write 
the f i r s t  g o s p e l ?  61-9. seeki-cg t o  answer th is  question Dr, Stonehouse d i s cus se s  a t  some 
length the evidence of the gospels  themselves afid then reviews briefly the two positions: 
1) that  of Streeter  and the l ibe ra l s ,  who hold the priority of Mark; and 2) the traditional 
conservative posit ion,  currently championed by Romac Catholic scho la rs ,  which a s se r t s  
the priority of Matthew, He then concludes by adop tkg  essen t ia l ly  the liberal posit ion,  
asser t ing tha t  the evidence points to  the priority of Mark and the c lea r  use  of Mark by 
both Matthew and Luke, Thns reviewer was  plainly disappointed by th is  section.  One 
must s t i l l  a sk :  1s the  evidence presented by the l iberals  really a s  conclusive a s  is gen- 
eral ly claimed ? And also:  Can  oCe ignore completely,  as Dr. Stonehouse a l so  d o e s ,  
the evidelace of Pap ias ,  who was  instructed by the  apost le  John? 

Prof, Stonehouse" d i scuss ion  of the subject  of tradition is well worth studying. 
Here he  upholds the co_..iservative positlon , holding the view that  by "apostolic tradition'" 
i s  meant the apostolnc transmission of the gospel  received from Chris t ,  a s  opposed t o  
the new form-critical view of tradition, 

Answering the ba s i c  quest ion,  then ,  regarding the origin of the synoptic gospe l s ,  
Dr, Stonehouse f i ~ d s  th is  ultimate o r l g i ~  in  Chr i s t ,  not in the  Church, a s  d o  the form 
cr i t ics .  In th i s  sect ion the author a l s o  includes an interesting review and critique of 
the history of New Testament scholarship  on the synoptnc problem f ~ r  the l a s t  125 years .  
This sect ion should be  sf great  value to  anyone approaching this  problem for the f i r s t  
time. 

Despi te  al l  the admirable features of th is  book this  reviewer turned the l a s t  page 
with a feeling of disappointment, .Bn our opinion the real  strength of the conservative 
position is not  s e t  forth here a s  c lear ly  a s  i t  could and should be; nor are the weak- 
n e s s e s  of the l iberal  position pointed up a s  c lear ly  and forcefully a s  they might be .  
Nevertheless , the book deserves  t o  be in the library of every conservative pastor who 
i s  i ~ t e r e s  ted in modern scholarshfp,  

Technologically the book is nicely done , being cloth-bound and printed in good 
legible type and on good paper, There are three typographical er rors ,  a l l  c a s e s  of mis- 
spelling--on page 8 5 ,  l ine  10, page 109, l ine 9 ,  and page 137, l ine 19. The book is pro- 
vided with three good ind ices ,  but no  bibliography, 

- -  J'ulian G.  Anderson 



Vernon He Neufeld , The Earliest Chr1stxan C Q T ~ ~ F ~ ~ L C ) " ' ~ ~ ,  Grdrd Raplds , Mich. : 
William B ,  Eerdma3-;s, 9963, xi& 166 ~ . g ~  $4 000 

This book is volume V ir the New Y ~ s t a m e x t  T~3ols a v d  s e r i e s ,  edited by 
Bruce M e  Metzger,  The authorl  Dl-, Neufeld, 1s Presldene of Bethel College 1~ North 
Newton, Kansas; and the book r e p r e s e ~ t s  subseanxlalliy h ~ s  doc.:oral d lsser tdt ior .  

The purpose of the book carb bes t  be s ta ted k g  Dr ,  Neuf~3d s ow3 words:: 'The 
present investigation is devoted TO a study of the forms sf the p;lrnlrlve Ch.-isrlar, homo- 
logia a s  they are expressed in or suggested by the rndjor docurnests of the New Testa- 
ment, Answers will be sought for three basic ~ u e s t ~ o r \ , i - :  (I)  'i; there a fo rm of tradition 
which may be cal led Chrlstfan homologla? (2) i f  s o ,  whar were rts early expressions 
a s  to  content  and meaning? (3) What w3s the fu~c r ro .  of the homologla in the l ife of 
the ear ly  church ? " ( page ll) 

I3 carrying out this  purpose the author devotes a prelims.-ayy chapter to t h e  lexacal 
tudy of t he  word 6 u a ; l ~ ~  l a a n d  its most irnportarir s p o r y m c .  e6a,?(y&~t>ou, ~ ~ { ~ e r ~ ~ a .  
b8a"X8 p a p ~ v p  l a  and n i a ~  be. He ther  appe5ds a brief survey of Jewlsh lirerature 

which was  current about the beg imiag  of the Ch~iztfam era,  wrth pa~ t i cu l a r  reference 
t o  the Jewish confession of fa i th ,  ca l led the Shernd' , agd ITS u se  dnd s lgrr f lcaace.  I- 
thus referring t o  the S h e m a V r ,  Neufeld attempts 3how that .the d e a  of a de l i s i t e  
confession of fai th was clearly es tabl ished arntscLg she Jews 01 t h ~ s  period, 

The main body of the monograph, c ~ ~ s i s t i ~ g  of four c h a p t e ~ ? ,  is d rather thorough 
s tudy of the  New T e s t a m e ~ t  literature itself in which each  group of writ lrgs ( let ters of 
Paul, synoptic gospe l s ,  etcci.) is analyzed " to  d i s c m e ~  the baslc horno l sg i  of xhe author 
or of h i s  particular time or c i r c l e ,  t o  under-stand whelt the homologia rnedxlr to both the 
author and h i s  readers ,  and to determine how i t  wds used the life of the church, '" 
(P. 12) 

The method employed to de tec t  ar?d identify the varr.auL eo-fessional  5tdteme.sts 
in  the New Testament writings is that  of form cr i t i c i sm,  w r ~ h  4t5 emphasis Q~ the  Sftz 
im Leben. Like a l l  form cr i t ica l  sfudnes some of the resul t?  avd c o ~ c l u s i o w  are valid 
and worthwhile, while others suffer from a notable lack of h ~ s t o r i c a l  perspective and 
factual  evidence.  

For example,  Dr, Neufeld brings out clearly. the rather obvious conclus io2 , that  
Christ ians in the apostolic age did c o ~ f e s s  the fai th xhey held i n  their h e a r t s  and that  
these  confess ions  inevitably came to  take o.-, cer tarr  more or l e s s  fixed forms, such as 

~ I ~ C J O E C  ( ~of i s" iv )  Xp eoabq, o r B  1 v u o 5 ~  ( ;c . *s i i?  1 1 ~ c ; p  b B G .  He a l s o  poir~ts  out the fac t  
that  these  confess ions  were used in many dif ferer t  s l tuataors , such  as the preaching 
of the gospe l ,  or the instruction of conver ts ,  or ds a t s s t l m s ~ y  t o  the world rn times of 
persecution. In content  they represented the core  of the C h v ~ s t ~ a n  faiebh, those points 
on which there was  universal agreement among the discaples of J e s u s ,  



On the  other hand ,  the author f lnds numerous references t o  a fixed body of 
Christ ian fa i th  in  the s e n e  of a modern confess ion ow- creed where no  such  confession 
exis ted a t  a l l .  All insxances of the u se  of the word &uoksp, ;a, e .  g .  , are taken in  the 
fully objective s e n s e ,  in which the word is simply equated with a fixed and definite 
formula or c reed ,  One must say  that  th is  is a n  assumptionI  not a conclusion; and a 
total ly unwarranted an_d ursupportable assumption a t  tha t ,  exeget ical ly  speaking. In 
most c a s e s ,  in  f a c t ,  the most l ikely sense is a subjective one, taking the noun t o  denote 
____T___ 

the a c t  of confess ing one ' s  fai th l o t  the  subs tance  of one ' s  confess ion (cf. e. g .  , 
I Tim. 6:12F, IT Cor. 9:13, Heb. 4:14 and l0:23.) Similarly, Dr. Neufeld's assumption 
that  Titus l:l6 refers t o  a depial  of the Chrestian faith i~ the s e n s e  that  i t  is a denial  of 
a fixed Chris t i an  ,c-reedd is simply unf ust if iable , And finally,  one gathers that  the author 
feels  that  every time a & r b  recitativum is used in  such  passages  one must inescapably 
conclude that  what follows is a fixed formula being used a s  a full-fledged creedal  s ta te-  
ment, Such conclusions a s  th is  simply d o  riot portray the true Sitz im Leben of the 
first-century Christ ianity,  

Dr, Neufeld believes that  the ea r l i es t  form of the Christian homologia was  the 
simple statemen< InooGq ( &ri+jv  ) Xp ~ a ~ h ~  a s  reflected generally in the synoptics 
and Acts,  and particularly in the writings of John (I Jo. 2 : 2 2 ,  5: l ,  4:Z). His reasoning 
here is that  historically and logically the  quest ion of Jesus  "messiahship preceded the 
question of His lordship or Hfs sonsh ip  (p, 1421, This "primitive" confess ion,  however, 
was  soon expanded by a secsqd  statement regarding jesus"onship, a s  is illustrated by 

T O  P 8 @ a  - Peter" c o o f e s s i o ~ :  ve~ 2 :, 0 Xp baToc, :. .: 0;; 8: o; j .  . . This double statement is 
found a l l  through the gospe l s .  Incidentally,  the  author only "tentat ively" accepts  this  
statement a s  "historically accurate"  (p, 11.2). 

Rather s t r ik ing,  according t o  Dr,  Neufeld,  is the fact  that  John avoids the u s e  of 
the word w6pbs~ in referring t o  J e s u s ,  th i s  particular usage being restr icted entirely t o  
the apost le  Paul. The writer then proceeds t o  explain this difference in usage by the 
fac t  that  Paul was  w r i t i ~ g  t o  the gen t i l e s ,  while John was  addressing a Jewish audience.  
Such s ta tements  as  th i s  c a n  only bring discredi t  upon the form c r i t i c s ,  s ince  they are in 
error on a l l  c o u ~ t s .  Since the col lapse  of the old radical  ~Ub ingen  views of F.  C .  Baur 
over 75 years  a g o ,  no responsible scholar  would hold that  John was  writing for a Jewish 
audience,  and any lexicon will show that  John does  u se  the word ~ 6 p  boq when speaking 
of J e s u s ,  although no t ,  admittedly, a s  often a s  Paul does .  Paul" seeming fondness 
for the statemen? InaoGc nGp boq rather thafi I q o ~ c ~  X p e o ~ G ~  may have been dictated 
by h i s  genti le audience,  I t  might a l s o  have been no more than a matter of personal t as te  
and preference, 

I t  is t rue ,  however, that  Paul does  u se  the phrase ~6~ boc: ~ n ~ ' ~ a  number of 
times in a way that  does  sugges t  a true confession, of faith (cf, e , g .  Rom. 1 0 ~ 9 ,  Ph. 2:11, 
T Cor. 12: 3) . One would surely  he s i t a t e ,  however,  in styling this  the original "primi- 
t i v e "  confess ion of fai th of the apostolic age  for the very reason that  other biblical  
writers d o  not seem t o  u se  this  phrase a t  a l l ,  I t  is here that  one must d isplay a 
scholarly caution in developing theories--namely, that  the theories must fit the f ac t s .  



Jus t  s o ,  one must not s a y  that  eithers Inaocq XQ ~ 0 ~ 6 ~  or Inaocq w;p l og  was the 
"origiRal, primitive " homologia of the apos  tolic a g e ,  s ince  there is no c lear  evidence 
t o  prove that  ei ther one was universally or always used.  Dr, Neufeld would be on much 
sa fe r  ground i f  he  would simply l e t  the fac t s  speak for themselves and conclude that  
during the f i rs t  century there were a number of incipient creedal  statements on the l ips  
of the f i r s t  d isc iples-2  InnoGc Xp acsr6q, ' InrroCe n 6 ~  aos, ' IvcroGc: d ' o q  8eoc e t c .  
As time went on these  came quite naturally t o  be joined together,  along with other s ta te -  
ments about J e s u s ,  into what we know a s  fixed creeds  or confess ions .  

I t  would seem to  this  reviewer that Dr, Neufeld might have spent  more time and 
effort on some of these  longer statements which d o  occur in the le t ters  of Paul and which 
d o  have the ring of real  confessional  statements among the first-century d i sc ip les .  He 
mentions I Cor. 8 5 - 6  ("There is one God, the Father,  and one Lord, Jesus  Chr i s t " ) ,  
holding this  t o  be a borrowing from Judaism, Mention is a l s o  made of Eph, 4.5 ("One 
Lord, one fa i th ,  one bapt ism") ,  and I Tim, 2:s ("There i s  one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ  J e s u s .  . . "1. In addition t o  t h e s e ,  however, there 
are more such  statements which mighthave  been studied--e, g ,  , 1 Cor, 15:3-6, Phil, 
2 :6-ll , 1 Tim, 3:16, e t c ,  --all of which have the nature of confess ional  statements.  

The one great  defect  of th is  e s s a y  is that  the author t r ies  t o  find fully developed 
written co r f e s s ions  of faith in the mo3ern s e n s e  a t  far  too ear ly  a time. That the earl i-  
e s t  d i sc ip les  had a definite and complete body of fa i th ,  or doctr ine ,  which they believed 
is unquestioned. That they cocfessed this  faith openly and fea r less ly  is l ikewise beyond 
doubt, That they a l l  used precisely the same words and phrases and formulas, however, 
in  the s e n s e  of our moderri c r eeds ,  is something which cannot be  es tabl ished on the 
ba s i s  of the evidence a t  hand, I t  appears c lea r  that  this  was  a la ter  development. 

One must s a y ,  however, that  much of Dr, Neufeld3s d i scuss ion  of the apostolic 
Sitz im Lebew is valid and interest ing.  We would all agree that  these  early. incipient 
confess ions  of fai th were utilized in three general  areas :  I) in the ear ly  worship l ife of 
the church,  which included the  preaching of the gospe l ,  prayers , hymns , and the instruc- 
tion and reception of converts; 2) in times of persecution,  when i t  became necessary t o  
make a c l ea r  testimony to  the hosti le world; and 3) in the internal struggle aga ins t  fa l se  
t eachers ,  when i t  became equally necessa ry  t o  have and to  u se  a more or l e s s  fixed 
norm of orthodox teaching,  These were undoubtedly the factors which led to  the ultimate 
formation of our ea r l i es t  creeds  and c o n f e ~ s i o r ~ s .  One is gratified a l s o  t o  note that Dr. 
Neufeld holds that  the ea r l i es t  confessioras grew out of the ministry of Jesus  and not out  
of the consc iousness  and l ife of the early church,  

A l l  in  a l l ,  in sp i te  of i t s  defects  and inaccuracies the book is an  interesting s tudy 
of a most interest ing topic--the history and development of the ea r l i es t  Christ ian con- 
fess ions .  I t  should be  added that  there is a very fine and extensive  bibliography a t  the 
end ,  which will be of great  value to  any student desir ing to pursue this  topic further. 

As  are the other volumes in th is  s e r i e s ,  the book is written t o  serve primarily a s  
a reference work and not a s  a popular treatment of the topic chosen.  Covers ,  paper,  and 



b i ~ d i n g  are a l l  good quali ty,  This reLfiewer f o u ~ d  os ly  four typographical errors--a 
misprint of "of" for ' Y t s t ' m  p,  5 3 ,  a mls - spe l l - l~~g  of " a s c e ~ d e d "  on p. 60,  and two 
c o ~ s e c u t i v e  mis-spell ings of &nayy6hkou~v 03 p. 90. The book l i s t s  a t  $4.00 ne t ,  
and would be a worthwhile additlor! t o  a well-stocked library, 

- - Julian G o  Anderson 

Marti? L .  Marry ed .  , Death and Blrth J& the, Parish. St ,  Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House ,  1964, 163 pp, , $LOO, 

Dr, Marty is always a s r i m u l a t i ~ g  writer ,  and th is  book edited by him is no 
e x c e p t f o ~ ~ ~  He, together with three others writing or- the parish in the town and country, 
the suburb,  a-d the c i t y ,  commeqts o r  the c o ~ d i t i o :  of the average Lutheran parish a s  it 
is today, They t ake ,  more or l e s s  , a socis logical  approach t o  the problems of the Chris- 
t i a r  cocgregatio-,  Much sf what is sa id  8s va l id ,  yet  the reviewer could not help feeling 
that  they were "lookigg dowr thenr r o s e s "  a t  the average congregation, There are sweep- 
ing gener-alizazions such  a s  ". . ,, pastors and l a y n e ~ ,  , . have permitted the body of Christ  
t o  become oss i f ied into a self-serving f n s t i t u t i r n  ,'" (p ,  71) or t o  define Christian faith 
a s  "commitme-t &g, Christ"  (p, 408) without reference t o  the c ro s s  seems pure neo-ortho- 
doxy,  espec ia l ly  whezl it is further s ta ted:  " C h r i s t i a ~ i t y  cever  intends t o  be an  exercise  
ic religion aimed a t  providicg peace of micd and sat ls fymg man's  inner needs .  "Howeve r ,  
for those  1ookir-g for a book which r s  very cr i t ica l  s f  the type of parish which they serve 
s o  a s  t o  make them think in order t o  defecd what is a t  present ,  or even to  make some 
chal.iges, this  book will have some value ,  

- - Gb?riz Reic hwald 

Alec R. Vidler , The Chu.ch i~ the Age of Revolutioq. Grand Rapids : Eerdrnans , 1962 , 
287 pp, , $5.00,  

This vex-y interesting book is volume 5 in  rhe Pelican History of the Church and 
was  originally published in Erigland, While very l i t t le  i s ,  therefore, sa id  directly about 
the L u t h e r a ~  Church or the church i~ America, this book does  offer a n  excellent  overview 
of the various theological schoo4s of thought which have dominated the church on contin- 
enta l  Europe--and hence a l s o  here in the United States--in the period from 1789 to  da te .  
" T h e  author of th is  book has  the wonderful abil i ty t o  make c lea r  the concepts  involved in 
these  movements and a l s o  t o  re la te  them to  e a c h  other for coctinuity , Hence anyone 
wishing to ca tch  up o r  old and current trends in theology will find this  book most helpful. 
I t  is well  worth the prase. 

+ Gle-n Reichwald 



The Jusior - St ,  Louis: Cogcordna P u b l i s h i ~ ~ g  House,  1964, :P. po  7DCo 

The Board of Parish Educatio2 of the  Lutheran Church-Missouri Sysod h a s  
published th i s  collection of 81 hymrs a r d  sor;gs for children In the lower grades of the 
Sunday School, A wide variety of so.rgs are in the collection for all o c c a s i o ~ s ,  The 
tunes are generally very simple,  The covers  are paper,  with a reinforced binding, One 
might have wished for more doctrinal hyrnxls, o l l y  two of Luther" hymns being included 
in this  collectior.,  though admletedly such doctrir.al hymc s might be more difficult for 
c hildre aa to sing . 

\r -- GleLv,z Re ichwald 

Evangelical publnshers of books have been very actave rn receqt years i~ the 
p u b l i c a t i o ~  of new books and a l s o  iT repri~ta-pag the older b s s k s  which are out of print, 
but can a l s o  serve C h ~ i s t i a r s  well today,  The Moody Press has  been act ive  iri th is  
field a l s o  a s  the publnsher of the Wyeliffe Series s f  Christian C la s s i c s  and a l so  the 
Tyndale Series of Great Biograph~es ,  Two examples of the Wycliffe Series are John 
Bunyank The- War (Chicago: Moody Press ,  1948, 378 pp. , $4 .93 ,  which pictures 
in the tradition e struggle for the towq of Mac-soul, arLd Marcus 
Raicsfordk Our (Chicago: Moody Press, 1950, 476 pp. , $4 .95) .  
Rainsford served a Lutheran Church iq Lor~don and was  a l so  a s s ~ ~ i a t e d  wath Moody, His 
book is a study of Johc  17,  Christ" H ~ g h  Priestly prayer, His approach i s  expository,  
but piet ist ic;  yet  there are mazy valuable thoughts for one preaching on John 17. Two 
examples of repriqted biographies by the Moody Press ape DAubignek  The Times 
of Martin Luthfr (Chicago: Moody Press ,  5 .  d o  , $4 .95 ,  559 pp.) , whlch was  originally - 
published in 1846, and Walker" : Missionary,  E q ~ e e r a n d  Statesman 
(Chicago: Moody Press ,  .-., d .  , 256 pp. , $3.95) , which was  originally published in 
1925, M m y  are familiar with D%ubign.e a r d  h i s  weak.nesses , but unlike many today,  
he  did apprecmte the work of Luther a s  a n  evangelical .  'The biography of William Carey 
is a stirring story of the simple shoemaker who did much not o ~ l y  to  revive interest  in 
modern miss ions ,  but a l s o  went himself into the rnissioz f ields s f  India a s  a Baptist 
missionary. In an age  c a l l i ~ g  for mission work a s  the ancient  heathen religions are 
once more bestirring themselves and the modern r e l i g i o ~ s  of man,  whether they are 
Communism, evolutionism, o ? ~  other forms are w i ~ n i n g  more a ~ d  more converts , the 
simple story of a simple man who l i teral ly moved mountains is a~ encouragement t o  a l l .  
The Moody Press considered them worth reprinting,  s o  o,.i.e or the other ,  according to  
your in teres ts  , might be worth your time to read,  

--Gle9,n Reichwald 

Henry Reimann, Let ' s  Study S t ,  Louis: Cor,cord;a, 1964, 102 p p , ,  $1,50, 

This posthumous wovk of a former systemat ics  professor a t  S t ,  Louis C o ~ c o r d i a  
covers historically and doctripally several  main points of Christian teaching,  While 



almost too brief a t  t imes,  i t  is rather stimulating in that  the reader is encouraged to 
probe further into the  points discussed. I t  is not a deep  book, but rather seems intended 
to  introduce certain problems to people,  particularly students.  At times he seems to  
straddle i s s u e s  more than? is necessary in his  desi re  t o  present both s ide s  of a question. 
At other times he goes  even further when,  for example,  he seems to  take a very dim view 
of w h a t t h e  reviewer might cal l  the old position of Synodical Conference synods on 
church fellowship over against  the World Council of Churches and the National Lutheran 
Council (pp, 67-68), 

--Glenn Reichwald 

Edward J , Young, Thy Word is Truth. G r a ~ d  Rapids: Eerdmans, 1957 ,287 pp,, $ 2 . 2 5 .  

This is a paperback reprint of an  ear l ier  hardcover edition of this book, The 
author takes  his t i t le  ser iously ,  defending the orthodox position on Scripture, Nor 
is his  defence one based on f g n o r a ~ c e  , for he is familiar with the modern moveme.its 
and their cri t ical  approach to  the Scriptures, 

--Glenn Reichwald 

Irwin M ,  Lerberg , Weald of the American Lutheran Church. Minneapolis: 
Augsburg, 1964, 64 p ~ ? .  , $1.00, 

The writer presents a brief overview of the various areas  in which the TALC is 
doing foreign mission work today, twelve in a l l ,  Sta t is t ics  , current history,  and back- 
ground are combined in brief chapters.  Two areas  of old s y n ~ d  are there: South Africa 
and China (Hong Kong) . 

--Glenn Reichwald 

George Stoeckhardt, Letters @ thf Revelation of St. John,. Translated by the Rev. H e  W. 
Degner, published privately by the translator,  1964, 93 pp. , $2,00.  

George Stoeckhardt, Lectureson the --of Translated by the Rev, H ,  We 
Degner, published privately by the translator,  1963, 92, pp, , $2.00. 

The name and work of George Stoeckhardt need no introduction in  our c i rc les .  
Unfortunately, much of h i s  work l i es  locked in G e m a n  for this generation, Pastor 
Degner h a s ,  therefore, done a great  service  t o  make this material available in English. 
The material, in these  books is based on shorthand notes taken in  the  classroom, Those 
who lament the fact  that  they were not able  t o  s i t  a t  the feet  of this great  exegete of 



another generation will now have the opportunity to  do  s o ,  and in good English transla- 
tion. The price is reasonable,  considering the content and a l s o  that  the books are le t ter  
s ize  and spiral  bound, 

--Glenn Reichwald 

Donald F . Tweedie , Jr .  , The _Christian and the Couch, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1963 , 
240 pp. , $3 95. 

Pastors who have served congregations over an extended period of time know 
that there are a number of people suffering from emotional problems, They a l so  know 
that there is unfortunately very l i t t le Christian material in th is  area .  " F h e  author of th is  
book, who is a research psychologist ,  has  attempted to  f i l l  in this need,  Reading i t  
will acquaint the reader with the work being done in the area  of psychotherapy, a s  well 
a s  the possibil i ty of making use of the knowledge and men skilled in these  a reas ,  

--Glenn Reichwald 

J .  Oliver BuswelP, A -- of the  Christ ian Reliqion. Grand Rapids: 
Zondesvan, 1963, 600 p p . ,  $6 ,95 ,  

Dr, Buswell is dean  of the graduate faculty a x o v e n a n t  College and Seminary in 
St ,  Louis, In this volume of h i s  dogmatics,  he  covers the areas  of soteriology and 
eschatology. His approach, while conservative in general ,  is chl l ias t ic  , Reformed on 
the sacraments,  and has  other peculiarities. Anyone who is interested in following 
thhrough the patterns of thought of present-day chilfasm will find a complete presentation 
of that  view in this  book, 

--Glenn Reichwald 

C ,  B ,  Eavey, - of Mental Health, Chicago: M ~ o d y  Press ,  1957, 326 pp, , 
$4,00, 

Dr, Eavey has  written a number of helpful books in the area of Christ ian education,  
He now has  added this book on mental health t o  his  works. Readers will find this book 
most helpful. The material is very simply,  but completely, presented. He s e e s  s i n ,  for 
example, a s  "a hereditary and chronic condition of our nature and character,  I t  is a 
condition of heart which separates  man from God. " (p, 50) Hence his  approach is more 
than just the  eliminatiofi of guil t  feelings or learning to  adjust  t o  problems, as one s o  
often reads ,  While reading a book cannot make anyone a cl inical  psychologist ,  th is  
book will prove helpful t o  understanding the various facets  of mental health and how the 
preaching and application of the Gospel can  help. 

--Glenn Reichwald 



Carl F .  Wisloff ,  The Gift f  communion^, Minceapolis:  Augsburg, 1964, 253 p p . ,  $ 4 , 7 5 .  
Translated by Poseph M .  Shaw, 

Dr. Wisloff, who is or, the faculty of the I n d e p e n d e ~ t  Semiriary a t  Os lo ,  d i s cus se s  
Luther's ba s i c  disagreements with the Roman Catholic doctrine of the m a s s ,  which cen- 
tered primarily ir! the Roman Catholic emphasis  on sacrif ice in the mass .  This, to 
Luther, subtracted from the great  sacrif ice on Calvary. This very simple approach had 
far reaching implications in the theology and liturgical practice of Luther: fa i th ,  the 
position of the  clergy in the church se rv ice ,  e t c .  A complete review of th is  book will 
appear in a coming i s sue  of the Lutheran Synod Quarterly, 

--Glenn Reichwald 

Rudolph F .  Norden, The Voice of the . S"s Louis: Goncordia, 1963, 161 pp, , 
$2,75, 

Pastors who might be l o o k i ~ g  for a s e r i e s  of sermons on free t ex t s  or who might 
be l o o k i ~ g  for sermonic material which would encourage reading of the Old Testarnect 
c an  combine these  two goa ls  through this  book. Pastor Norden here ~ s e s e n t s  a se r ies  
of sermons t o  introduce the prophets of the Old Testament, their specif ic  problems, and 
applications for our day ,  

--Glen2 Reichwald 

J .  L a w r e x e  Eason,  The New Bible Survey, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1963, 544  pp. , 
$6 ,95 ,  

Dr. Eason,  a n  English professor,  shares  the resul ts  of h i s  years  of Bible c l a s s  
teaching in th is  book. While the reader wil l  not  agree with every presentation by Dr. 
Eason,  the book does  have definite value.  At t imes one gets  rather tired of the many 
different study helps available for Bible study and wants to  study simply the Bible i tself .  
This book, the resul ts  of years  of teaching,  wil l  aid greatly in giving the teacher empha- 
ses and patterns of thoughts for presentation t o  the  c l a s s  and for leading Bible c l a s s e s  
into the Scriptures. The writer is conservative in h i s  approach t o  the Scriptures. The 
entire Bible is covered,  with additional chapters  on specific topics ,  

--Glenn Reichwald 

Charles Kingsley Will iams,  The New Testament in Plaia Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1963, 545 pp. & glossary ,  $3.95.  

Before you s a y ,  "What?  Another translat ion! " i t  would be good to  look a t  the 
purpose of th is  translat ion.  The translator,  with a few exceptaons , limited himself t o  



the 1,500 words which make up the every-day English vocabulary, Thus Matthew 26:28 
becomes "for th is  is my blood, the blood of the new bond, poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of s i n s , "  R o m a ~ s  8:28ff, becomes "We know a l s o  that  in a l l  things God 
works for good with those  that  love him, those tha t  have been cal led according t o  h i s  
purpose, For those  that  he foreknew, he  appointed t o  share  the l ikeness  of h is  Son,  
that  he  might be the  first-born among many brethren; and those that  he  appointed he  
a l s o  ca l led ,  . . " Unfortunately Romans 9:s is rendered "Theirs are the  fathers and of 
their race is Chris t  in h i s  human nature. Blessed be God who is over a l l  forever, 
Amen.) " An alternative t ransla t ior  i s  offered in  the apperdix in the rear: "Or: Chris t ,  
who is God over a l l ,  b lessed forever. " These sample translat ions a l s o  show that  th is  
translat ion,  even with i t s  limited vocabulary has  a certair. simple beauty in language. 
Sunday school teachers espec ia l ly  might find this  translati09 useful for children. Pas- 
tors a l s o  will find i t  helpful irr dealing with people who are afraid that  the Bible is "just  
too difficult to  understand. " Some might a ccuse  the translator of talking dowla t o  people. 
Rather it  would seem that  he ha s  achieved h i s  purpose well, 

- - G l e ~ n  Reichwald 

Lois Vogel , God and Your S t ,  Louis : Concordia, 1963, 102 pp. , $LOO. 

Charles S ,  Mueller ,  God ' s  Wonderful World of Words. St. Louis: Concordia , 1963, 
102 pp, , $ l o  00, 

Roy Blumhorst, -Des& for Family St ,  Louis: Concordfa, 1963, 112 pp, , $l ,00 ,  

Martin H. Franzmann, New d-.r.rcao for Dai1.y St ,  Louis: Goncordia, 95 pp, , 
$a,oo. 

Concordia Publishing House h a s  made available here devotional books i~ a paper- 
back for the Chris t iac  family for various age l eve l s ,  The books,  a s  l i s ted above ,  are 
for ages  4 t o  9 ,  9 to  13, teem-agers and adul ts .  The f i rs t  book makes u se  of practical  
illustrations az?d the c o n v e r s a t i o ~ a l  approach t o  bring home Christiar, truths t o  smaller  
children. The second book, for ages  9 t o  13, is a se r ies  of word s tudies  o r  various key 
words of the Bible. This book troubles one a bit.  "'Inspiration" is not used a s  a key 
word, nor are  the Scriptures referred t o  in connection with "Truth" OT with "Word, " In 
the sect ion on ''Word" the  writer a sks  the question "But how does  God speak with u s ? "  
He answers i t  correctly by s a y i ~ g  that  "Christ  is God" Word to u s ,  " but one a l s o  looked 
for s o m e t h i ~ g  on the Scriptures,  but in vain ,  The third of the above books,  for teen- 
age r s ,  is based on the ep i s t l e  of James,  The fourth book, for adu l t s ,  is based on 
Coloss ians  and ,  while in the Franzmann s t y l e ,  is good, 

--Glenn Reichwald 

NOTE: P l a ~ s  are u9iderway to  make the next i s s u e  a sl ightly larger edition. --Ed, 


